S
3
=
N
R
83
3
S
=
R
9
X
N
3
L
R
a
|/
Q

POLROGER

Entente

cordiale

Pol Roger has always had

a place in the hearts of the
British, says

Churchill even had a special
cuvée named after him

Winston Churchill, the most illustrious
devotee of Pol Roger champagne, once
saticl, "My tastes are simple. [ am easily
sansfied with the best.” His favourite
sintage of Pol was 1928, but in fact the
encluring British love affair with this
champagne house goes back to the
Nictorian era.

From a family of notaries, Pol Roger
began his eponymous firm in 1§49, The
produgtion during the first year of
pperations was only 1,000 cases, but by
1852, the first of his labelled champagne
was shipped 1o England and clsewhere
pn the Continent. What especially
fippealed o the English was its Brut or
fiy style, and the fact that the house
pottled its champagne in imperial pints,
phich became the favoured bottle size in
@l prominent London clubs. Soon, Pol
Rogen champagne beeame a firm
fEwourite with Queen Victoria and the
Prince of Wales, which camed it a Roval
Warrant still hel to this day, By the turmn
pf the century, Britain was the largest
fxport market for champagne, a position
which it has held more or less éver since,

Winston Churchill developed & taste
for Pol Roger as early as 1908, bug it was
plier France had been liberated in 1944
that this fruitful relationship really twok
pif, thanks 10 a member of the family.
Dd('l!(f Pol-Roger, who had marmed
[aeques, Pol's prandsan, was one of the
fimous beauties of her gencration. The
greatgranddaughter of ant collector

Sir Richard Wallace - she and her two

sisters were known as the ‘Wallace
Collection’ - Qdette made a great
impression en Churchill when they met
at the British Embassy in Paris in
November 1944, A tadition began
whereby the ambassador, Duff Cooper,

imvited Odette w lunch with Sir Winston

whenever he visited Paris, She
reciprocated by keeping Churchill
supplied with his favourite 1928 vintage
until it was exhausted in the fifties. Sir
Winston continued to drink Slll)wc‘[(u-nl

vintages until his death in 1965. To mark

this mutmal admiration, a decade later
Pol Roger inroduced a special vintage
cuvée, “Sir Winston Churchill’, which is
l)l'lh(hl(‘l‘(‘ in great \'il‘llugt'.\ —the Jatest
heing offered is 1999,

As Richard Harvey, Bonhams Global
Head of Wine, points out, Pol Roger has
always done well when offered for sale ai
auction: "In September, we sold a bortle
of the 1947 vintage — specially disgorged
in 1981 for the marriage of Prince
Charles and Lady Diana Spencer. In July
we sold two botiles of 1952 and one
bottle of 1953 for £1,600.7 Such is the
attraction of this famous margue that
Fonhams has recently made Fol Roger
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its house champagne for all events.
Accore lil!g to Harvey, "Pol Roger exeris
more care and control than any other
leading champagne house. It'sa perfect

fit with Bonhams - both are
independent, familycontrolled
businesses that are firmly rooted

in tradition but innovative in facing
the futare,”

Luangd Breain o Favtor of Banham:

Sale: Fine & Rare Wine

New Bond Streat

Thursday b December at 10.304m
Enquiries: Harriet Joll +44 {G) 20 7465 5822
wine@bonhams.com

PRRRORRRRRRRRR®



